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In a Jan. 6 speech in the town of San Pedro Sula, Chairman of the Honduran Congress Carlos
Montoya, said war between Nicaragua and Honduras was inevitable, and voiced his support for
the contras. The speech was a reiteration of Montoya's statements in December in response to a
Nicaraguan diplomatic initiative aimed at avoiding further tensions between the two countries. (See
"Nicaraguan President Appeals to Honduran Counterpart in Attempt to Defuse Border Tensions,"
this issue.) Montoya, member of the ruling Liberal Party, said contra capabilities and domestic
conflict in Nicaragua were on the upswing. Thus, he argued, war is inevitable. After acknowledging
the presence of the US-backed contras in Honduran territory, he said, "We cannot turn our backs
on people fighting for the freedom of their country, and such is the case of the contras." However,
Montoya also stated that the contras should move into Nicaragua, where they would reportedly
receive support from their "many friends." (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 01/07/87)
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